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know, despite current opinion most recently voiced by Keane, that the young 
ladies of Borneo do not ask of their swains that they earn their favors by 
bringing home fresh heads in a basket. The heads, it appears, are brought 
home, but not for the girls. Where so much is excellent, so much is wholly 
new, and where we acknowledge with lively satisfaction an interest maintained 
unflagging through 600 pages and 200 magnificent pictures, it may seem 
ungenerous to offer an adverse suggestion. Many of the observations are 
worked out to the most minute detail, yet the observers seem to have neglected 
the interpretation. For example, the tattoo. There is an enormous mass of 
detail, the life history of the design has been gathered from the tattooed by 
the elder author and studied out by the other in conformity with Dr. Haddon 's 
theory of the evolution of ornament. Yet neither seems to have recognized 
that the design is both indicative and decorative of that function of life 
which is among the savages a dominant instinct. William Churchill. 

Gennem Wahhabiternes Land paa Kamelryg. (Through the Coun- 
try of the Wahhabites on Camel's Back). Af Barclay Baunkiser. 304 pp. 
Maps, ills., index. Gyldendalske Boghandel, Copenhagen, 1913. 8% x 6. 

In the winter of 1911-1912, Mr. Barclay Baunkiser went through Eastern and 
Central Arabia, mostly on new tracks, from Koweit by Bereidah, Biadh and 
Hofuf, reaching Adjer on the Perisan Gulf in April, 1912. The land is divided 
in long belts, stretching NW-SE. A low rolling desert plain with some 
"mesas" of sandstone extends along the Persian Gulf. To the west it is 
bordered by a sandstone plateau, 90 miles broad. This stony desert passes 
westward into a belt of sand-dunes, 20 miles broad. Then follows the Central 
Arabian highland, which is composed of great sandstone blocks, tilted towards 
the east. The borders of the plateaus are deeply intersected by dry "wadies" 
which sometimes carry water after heavy showers. The oases are entirely 
dependent on the ground water in the depressions. Many oases show evidence 
of decay, partly due to destruction by hostile invaders, partly to increasing 
dryness. The settled population is restricted to these oases, Nedjid and Hasa. 
The houses are built of clay, with flat roofs, very rudely made. Agricul- 
ture is limited to the growing of date palms, wheat and barley. Irrigation is 
necessary. Goats and sheep are common, a hump-backed zebu cow is rarely 
met with. All communication is carried on by camels and donkeys. There is 
practically no industry in central Arabia, and the export is limited to raw 
hides and wool. 

The nomadic tribes spend the dry summer in the neighborhood of some 
wells; during the winter the steppes offer a scanty pasturage, and their flocks 
— sheep, goats and camels — then sweep over vast areas. 

Eastern Arabia is divided in four political divisions, the Turkish province 
El-Hasa and the independent "states," Hail, Biadh. and Koweit. Biadh 
is the capital of the ' ' imam ' ' of the Wahhabites. Koweit, at the head of the 
Persian Gulf, is the principal port of all central Arabia. It is closely allied 
to England, which thus commands the terminus of the Bagdad railway. 

Mr. Eaunkiser suffered many hardships and severe illness; and several 
times only just escaped being killed by fanatics. We must admire the stubborn 
perseverance that enabled him to force his way through this inhospitable 
desert, and to do scientific work also, greatly extending our knowledge of this 
part of the world, under very unfavorable conditions. The expedition was 
organized by The Boyal Danish Geographical Society. W. Weebnskiold. 

AUSTRALASIA AND OCEANIA 

The New World of the South : Australia in the Making. By W. H. 
Fitchett. xiv and 402 pp. Index. Charles Scribner's Sons, New York, 
1913. $1.75. 8x5. 
Australia was placed on ancient maps long before it was actually dis- 
covered, or any ship had sailed the waters of the Pacific. And so, starting 
with these maps and the theories on which they were based, Mr. Fitchett 
begins his narrative. He continues down through the history of the discovery 
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and early exploration of the coast of Australia; the early settlement of 
the continent; the system of transportation of convicts from England; 
convict risings against the government; the political revolution; the 
cruel war between the whites and blacks of Tasmania and how Robinson, 
a Christian bricklayer, alone, through friendship, brought in the native tribes 
in surrender after 5,000 armed whites had toiled in vain to accomplish this 
end; the exploration of the interior of Australia; and, lastly, an account of 
the bushranger, a picturesque but bloody type of bandit. Throughout the book 
the character of each of the men, whether prominent in exploration, govern- 
ment or brigandage, is brought out clearly and distinctly. The author writes 
in a fascinating manner. There is not a dull or stupid page in the book. 

Wilbur Greeley Burroughs. 

ETJBOPE 

The Continent of Europe. By Lionel W. Lyde. xv and 446 pp. Maps, 
index. The Macmillan Co., New York & London, 1913. $2. 9x5%. 
There are few books in English in which the control or influence exerted 
upon man and his enterprises by geographical relief, climate and other natural 
factors is so emphasized on every page as in this volume. Professor Lyde has 
for some fifteen years been a conspicuous writer of texts and books on 
geographical education. The present volume associates with facts their full 
geographical significance. It deserves a place in the libraries of all teachers 
of our study, not only for its explication of the geography of the continent 
and states of Europe but also as an example of fine geographical method. 

Die Lage der Deutschen Grossstadte. Von Dr. Albrecht Penek. 38 
pp. Stddtebauliche Vortrage aus dem Seminar fur Stadtebau an der 
kgl. tech. Eochschule eu Berlin, Vol. 5, No. 5. W. Ernst & Sohn, Berlin, 
1912. Mk. 2. 

In the development of German cities, location plays an important part in 
two ways. The first is the "Ortslage" or local situation inviting or repelling 
settlement; the second, the " geographisehe Lage," geographical location. 
Local conditions making a favorable Ortslage are, for example, a bluff on a 
navigable river (Cologne, Magdeburg) ; islands that make a river easily ford- 
able (Berlin, Frankfort); the mouth of a tributary (Coblenz, Ratisbon), and 
the like. The "geographical" location comprises the influence of the wider 
neighborhood, which determines whether many people are likely to be attracted 
to such a locally favored spot; as, for instance, location on an important line 
of traffic, or near mineral resources, or other natural advantages. While the 
Ortslage, in most eases, furnished the stimulus for the founding of towns, it 
was geographical location which decided whether such a foundation was to 
become a metropolis or remain a small town, and also whether, having once 
been large, it should remain so always. 

From this point of view the author presents to us a very interesting 
synopsis of the rise and decline of the most important German towns under 
the influences of local and geographical location. The many old and famous 
cities on the Rhine were founded as Roman eastra, wherever there was a good 
Ortslage, by virtue of their geographical location on the left bank of the 
Bhine, in order to control the conquered territory beyond the river. But later, 
when the Bhine became a German river, with almost all of Germany east of 
it, that geographical location ceased to be favorable, and newer cities sprang 
up on the right bank, often directly opposite the old ones, to compete with 
them. Only those of the older cities continued to grow, which, in addition to 
their former advantage, possessed also another whose value began to show 
under the changed conditions: Cologne, for example, because it is located 
where the great continental road along the foot of the German Mittelgebirge 
crosses the Bhine, while Mainz saw her leading position wrested from her by 
Frankfort. The great ports of Germany (with the sole exception of Kiel) 
grew up at the head of ocean navigation on the large rivers, which was the 
favorable geographical location at the time of their foundation; but now the 



